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Liberal Democrats are celebrating a historic vote which saw Surrey Heath Borough Council Tories losing a ’ KR crat policy BEFORE the war was not to support the invasion of Iraq without UN

vote for the first time in council history. The vote concerned a Lib Dem motion designed to put a stop to the ; T § authority, and to give the arms inspectors a chance to do their job. This is a view we
decision made by the Council’'s Standards Committee to sue the Standards Board for England, after it re- have not changed since. It was wrong to go to war without UN backing.

ported that eight serving Tory Councillors had brought their office or authority into disrepute.

Clir David Whitcroft told Focus, “This vote will stop the Tories pursuing a judicial review and will save “Admit vou aot it wron
the council taxpayers in Surrey Heath the huge legal fees which otherwise would have been wasted.” i . y g g ” g
The Council also passed a motion criticising the Conservative Council Leader, for supporting the expenditure == — i Prime Minister!
required to seek legal advice about going to the High Court. i 4 i :

The invasion of Iraq
was unnecessary and
the case for war was
fatally flawed, says Lib
Dem leader Charles
Kennedy.

RESIDENTS SURVEY - FEEDBACK

The post bag of local Liberal Democrat campaigner Rosalyn Harper is bulging
with responses to the party’s 2004 Surrey Heath residents’ survey.
Local residents were asked 50 questions on key issues in a survey delivered
door-to-door over the last few months. Questions ranged from Conservative
plans to part-privatise the NHS; charging patients for routine operations such
as hip replacements and hernias; to the recent wave of sub-post office clo-
sures by the Labour Government. Labour are closing one third of sub-post
offices.

Lib Dem Rosalyn Harper said, “To stand up effectively for Surrey Heath, it
is important to listen to local people. That’s why we carried out this |
special Surrey Heath survey. We have been analysing the results and
local residents have raised issues as diverse as anti-social behaviour,
increased council tax charges and lack of recycling facilities. Many
thanks to those of you who completed the Surveys. We will be taking

action on your behalf where necessary.” world Wide
Keep Lorries out of Windlesham We Will!

Windlesham Lib Dems are campaigning to keep large heavy lorries out of the
village. They are suggesting a weight limit of 7.5 tonnes in Updown Hill and
Chertsey Road for all through traffic. This would not affect delivery lorries needing
access to local businesses.

Rosalyn Harper with Charles Kennedy President Bush and Tony Blair smiling,
at the London Anti War March in2003 but stillno WMD's!

‘Sleaze’ - Isit all in the past?

Conservative MP Nick Hawkins does not seem to think so .....

Rosalyn Harper reviews your responses to
the Residents’ Survey

Nick Hawkins launched a stinging attack in the House of Commons on his own Surrey Heath Tory
Constituency Party, in which he claimed the party had demanded money from him in exchange for
providing the sort of support services which most constituency parties would provide for nothing. He
also told the House of Commons that the dispute between him and his local party ‘revolves around
power, money, ambitions, jealousy and greed of a tiny handful of people.’

He attacked one constituency Official, in particular, claiming that, ‘Ever since [Mr Hawkin’s selec-
tion as Surrey Heath Candidate] the Official has sought to undermine me because he saw
me as a threat to his money making activities.’

...and then there are the strange events
at Surrey Heath Borough Council...

... where the Tory Leader of the Council—in response to a number of Stand-

ards Board Of England reports which were critical of some Tory Councillors

— endorsed the spending of £13,500 of Council Taxpayers’ money on obtain-

ing a Barrister’s Opinion on the matter. Tory members of the Council’s Stand-

ards Committee then recommended that the Council seek a Judicial Review

of the Standards Board reports—at a possible cost to Council Tax payers of

some £100,000! This madness was only stopped by the Liberal Democrat

Group on the Council calling an Extraordinary Council Meeting at which they The Lib Dems
out-voted the Tory Group over the issue. There is absolutely nothing wrong with could have. saved
Councillors challenging the Standards Board if they wish—but let them use the Council Tax
their own money or that of their Political Party to do it, NOT PUBLIC FUNDS! ~ Payer £100K!

The Register of Interests for Surrey
Heath Lib Dem Councillors has
been published on our Surrey Heath
website. This followed a decision
by Tory Councillors on Surrey
Heath’s Standards Committee, who
refused to back a Lib Dem initiative
to put this information for all Coun-
cillors up on the Council’s own
website! The Register of Interests is
a list of the financial (and other) in-
terests of all councillors, and is by
law available for inspection by any
member of the public.

Lib Dem Councillor Duncan Clark
told Focus: “This is a farcical posi-
tion. Every resident has the right to
see this register. We believe in open-
ness on this and similar matters, and
have therefore decided to publish
this information on our own website.”
Visit us at
www.surreyheathlibdems.org.uk
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Lib Dem Councillor David Crew, who lives in Chertsey Road, said large vehi-
cles using the village as a rat-run only caused problems for other road users.
He told Focus, “There is absolutely no need for these juggernauts to come
through the village. There are plenty of alternative routes to all the nearby
villages, and long-distance traffic should be using the M3 or the A30.”
Fellow parish councillor and former Chairman of Windlesham Parish Council,
Meurig Williams, agreed, saying, “These large vehicles often speed along
our narrow roads and are a menace to pedestrians, including children
on their way to school.”




