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After attending a three hour debate of the Council’s Scrutiny Committee, I still don't know what is going to happen to the Ian Goodchild Centre. 

Along with that most people in the audience, and perhaps quite a few of the councillors, I left the meeting utterly confused and profoundly disappointed.

I was confused because, despite listening intently and taking copious notes, I still couldn't find out what would actually be happening or when, to the people who currently use the Ian Goodchild Centre. We were told on one hand that the current use of the Centre would cease in 2010 but also that the services at the Centre would continue and be enhanced.

We were told that the Council would seek new users for the Centre to raise additional revenue but without any clear ideas whatsoever who those new users would be or how much they would pay. But the cash strapped Surrey Heath Council decided they could still afford to spend £200,000 on refurbishing the Centre without any clear justification or explanation of where the money would come from.

And then there was the £175,000 that the Council believes it can save by moving high need users from the Ian Goodchild Centre to the Windle Valley Centre in Bagshot. When someone asked for the calculation behind this estimate, we were told it was so secret that it was buried deep in a 100 page document accessible only by councillors in the members’ room in the Council offices. But one of the councillors had searched through all 100 pages and still couldn't find the rationale behind the estimates.

But perhaps the saddest and most tragic element of the debate was that the impact on the lives of the elderly and disabled users of the Centre was almost completely overlooked.

We heard about the deep friendships that had been forged over many years, the way that some of the high need users for example with speech difficulties, had been encouraged in their speaking by other users with their own difficulties. 

And yet these very special people had been given no clear indications about the future of a facility that had clearly become a very important part of their lives over many years.

I remain utterly astonished that, after months of discussion and hours of debate, there is still no clarity about the future of the Ian Goodchild or the rationale behind the proposed changes, whatever these changes actually are.

But most of all, I'm deeply saddened that some of the most vulnerable members of our community have been treated with such disdain and disregard by the Council. 
They deserve better.

Alan Hilliar
Broomfield
Aldershot Road
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