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Residents near to an under-7’s playground by the Scout Hut in Longmeadow have raised a petition to Surrey Heath Council to close it. Their argument is that the area is simply not used by children of the age for which it is intended, and that the playground just acts as a focus for vandalism and anti-social behaviour.





Parkside Lib Dems have circulated a questionnaire to more than 500 houses around the area. An analysis of the responses shows that most people (77%) were unhappy or very unhappy with the current state of the playground, and even more (82%) would support its closure. Of those responding, 50% said they used the playground at least occasionally, and some 58% reported evidence of inappropriate use of the area.





Lib Dem Councillor Bob Smith has reported the results of the survey to the Council’s Executive. “Whilst the number of residents responding to our survey was relatively low, the opinions expressed were very clear. My view is that if the area is not used, then there is little point in spending money keeping it open. Our efforts to control vandalism should be focussed on maintaining facilities that residents’ value”.









































Alan Whittart, (Shadow Leisure Portfolio), and Bob Smith, (Shadow Corporate Portfolio, covering Youth) have set up a Working Party to plan and progress better provision for skateboarders in Surrey Heath.





The group would welcome anyone who has an interest to give their views, or indeed to join and help progress the work of the group. Please email � HYPERLINK mailto:camberley.skatepark@ntlworld.com ��camberley.skatepark@ntlworld.com�, or call 07764 155 731. 
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Lib Dem Councillor for Parkside, Bob Smith said recently: “We have seen the effective use of CCTV in Camberley, but there are sites here in Frimley which also need this cover”. He referred to:


 - Frimley High Street, with has frequent incidents of low level vandalism, plus the occasional armed robbery


 - Farm Road shops, again a well known focus of anti-social behaviour














Local Lib Dem campaigners are calling for a big extension in the use of CCTV in Surrey Heath.





CCTV is known to be effective in the fight against crime. It acts as a visible deterrent, reassures people, and can provide information in the case of incidents to track down and punish the wrongdoers. 





Surrey Police fully support initiatives to increase the use of CCTV. In a recent presentation to a Select Committee, Sgt Bloomfield strongly urged Surrey Heath Council to consider extending CCTV coverage. 





Lib Dem Councillors Fran Bennie and Duncan Clark have successfully persuaded the Council to draw up plans to extend current CCTV coverage. ”We have chronic problems around the Heatherside shopping parade. Much of this behaviour would be deterred by CCTV, and residents would certainly feel much safer” said Fran Bennie. 





But extending the use of CCTV is not straightforward. Duncan Clark explained: “There are capacity problems at the control centre where the cameras are monitored. This is a problem that needs to be solved, and the sooner we start the better.”





Lib Dems believe that a number of areas would benefit from CCTV coverage, including Watchetts, Frimley and Bagshot. Focus will report on progress and on other aspects of this campaign in future editions.








