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Bob Smith has been out on patrol with the local beat officer PC Josh Parish to see at first hand the problems of antisocial behaviour. The patrol covered the period between 9pm and midnight on a Friday night before Christmas and covered most parts of Frimley and Camberley. In particular, Bob was keen to bring the problems of the open space in the Parkside estate and the Warren Rise shops to the attention of the Police. Visits were also paid to the playground in Longmeadow, and Frimley High Street, both areas of significant problems in the last year. 





A typical call to the Police would be about a group of teenagers, possibly the worse for drink, making excessive noise, intimidating local residents, or causing minor damage. Such a group might move from one area to another, giving rise to several calls. In fact the town was generally quiet on that night, except for the expected parties of Christmas revellers in Camberley High Street. 





“It was an interesting exercise, and I leaned directly about the perspective of the local police officers on these problems, whilst also being able to express Parkside residents concerns” said Bob Smith afterwards. ”Groups of people having a good time are often noisier than their neighbours would like, whatever their age. It is interesting to note that we were out on a night during the Arena SkateFest, an attraction particularly appealing to the age group said to cause the majority of the problems. The SkateFest itself of course was also trouble free.”

















A Working Party set up by Liberal Democrats in Surrey Heath has concluded that provision for skateboarding is poor in Surrey Heath.





In its report, the Working Party proposes the establishment of a central Skate Park, at least comparable in size to Farnborough’s, complemented by upgraded facilities at Mytchett, and new facilities at Heatherside and Lightwater. The report expresses strong support for possible collaboration with private companies to establish an indoor skatepark as the central facility.





Following representations by Lib Dem Councillors, the Council’s Leisure Service Department was directed by the Executive to consider the report and to propose a way forward by early June.  It has yet to report back.





Convenor of the Working Party, Cllr Alan Whittart, said: "Skateboarding is not a temporary fad. Skateboarding is widely recognised now as mainstream and most public authorities acknowledge the need to provide facilities. It is highly regrettable that the Council’s way forward has been further delayed.” 





The Lib Dem report can be downloaded from  www.surreyheathlibdems.org.uk.
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Rosalyn Harper is leading the local campaign for a fairer alternative to Council Tax.





"Council Tax is the most unpopular, unfair tax in Britain today.  The Audit Commission has called the Council Tax system 'fundamentally flawed'. It is deeply regressive - a pensioner can pay as much as a cabinet minister."





"Local Income Tax is a fair, efficient, tried and tested method of local taxation.  It is already used in countries as diverse as the USA and Sweden and works very well. Most importantly it is directly related to the ability to pay. The introduction of this scheme of local government funding will be a huge advance for most people - 70 % will pay less or be unaffected."





Further information can be found on our website www.axethetax.org.uk
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