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Cllr Bob Smith told Focus “A report from the Commission in February
this year on affordable housing concluded that the service from the
Council was “poor” with “poor prospects for improvement.  If that was
not bad enough, the Council’s 2005/6 budget revealed that the
Conservatives had used up 100s of thousands of pounds from the
general reserves due to their failure to provide basic controls on the
payroll budget when the Council introduced its new Contact Centre”.
Cllr Fran Bennie agreed, “The Planning Department has had such a
severe lack of resources that service levels have been dismal with
possible job losses in the local building industry as a result. The latest
planning blunder occurred when a Planning Appeal went ahead
without local objectors being informed so the whole thing may have to
be repeated at huge cost to local Council Tax payers!”
Parliamentary Spokesperson Cllr Duncan Clark is also concerned
about the impact on the most vulnerable in our area. “The Council
department which deals with housing benefits, has now fallen even
further behind its performance targets. The time for processing new
claims was 47 days in June compared to the target of 30 days whilst it
took 25 days to process a ‘change of circumstances’ instead of the
targeted 9 days!  This creates unnecessary hardship  for the poorest in
our community”.

NHS Services Under Threat!
Liberal Democrats are concerned that
NHS services across Surrey are under
threat.
Cllr Bob Smith, who represents Parkside, told Focus
"The NHS in Surrey finished the last financial year with a
deficit of £28 million. It is anticipated that this could
increase to a £120 million by 2010. However, there is some
good news, as Frimley Park hospital NHS Foundation
Trust, finished the financial year with a £3.6million surplus.
Given the overall financial position, the unelected strategic
health authority has commenced a major review of NHS
services across Surrey. It states that its aim is to keep
healthcare provision within budget while modernising the
delivery of healthcare. Public consultation on its proposals
is expected to start in October 2006."
Cllr Fran Bennie, who represents Heatherside,  agrees
"All options are being considered, including the closure of
A & E Departments.  The A&E Department at our local
hospital, Frimley Park, is one of the busiest in Surrey with
approximately 90,000 attendances each year. If this was
to close, it would place significant pressure on
neighbouring hospitals and require local people to travel
further for emergency care. This is not acceptable. Equally
unacceptable is the possibility of other hospitals or A& E
Departments in Surrey facing closure. This will simply add
pressure to our local services, and will not benefit
healthcare provision."and to dig the Labour Government

Parliamentary Spokseperson Cllr Duncan Clark agreed "Changes made in the NHS
are too often made by unelected bodies answerable only to the Health Secretary.
Consultation is frequently just an exercise in rubber-stamping a decision that has
already been made. It sometimes also involves presenting worse case scenarios, such
as the closure of an A & E Department, only to cut less headline grabbing services such
as mental health.  It is time the Government came clean about the financial crisis in the
NHS across Surrey.  It is also time that local people and local elected representatives
had the power to govern NHS services, so that we can put the needs of our local
communities first." Local Lib Dems will keep you update on the final proposals.

Cllr Fran Bennie, Cllr Duncan Clark and Cllr Bob Smith are concerned that
local NHS services could be cut following the review of Surrey NHS services.

Reports released by the independent Audit
Commission show that Surrey Heath’s Conservative
Council is going from bad to worse. In September
2004, the Commission concluded that Surrey Heath was
the worst Council in Surrey. But instead of improving,
the Council’s performance has got even worse!

Worst Council In Surrey Just Got Worse!

Cllr Bob Smith, Cllr Fran

Bennie and Cllr Duncan

Clark sum up Surrey

Heath Borough Councils

performance.
Failing!

These problems are not due to staff shortcomings – Council staff are, generally, highly
committed and professional.  These problems are not the fault of the Government either,
If they were, then other local Councils would have the same problems as Surrey Heath.
We believe the Council’s failings are the fault of your local Conservative Councillors and we
urge residents to vote for their Liberal Democrat Councillors and candidates next May to
replace this incompetent and discredited Tory Council.



Help us to campaign for Camberley

I can deliver some leaflets in my area

(A donation of £6+ entitles you to party membership.  If you do not wish to join or already

belong, tick here)
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I can display a poster at election time
I can help with clerical work

I can make a donation of £_____

Do you want to help the Liberal Democrats? Return this slip to:
Liberal Democrats, Freepost, G13420, Camberley, GU16 5BR.
      Name

      Address

      Tel

      Email

Lib Dem Councillors Fran Bennie and Bob Smith are calling on
residents in Surrey Heath to support some of the poorest
communities worldwide by buying products marked with the
internationally recognised "Fair Trade" mark.

They have called on Surrey Heath Borough Council to work towards "Fair Trade
Town" status under a scheme organised by the Fair Trade Foundation.  This would
require the council to actively support the initiative, and to work with other interested
individuals and groups (such as Churches) to progress it.  A Fair Trade Town would
join others up and down the country in organising events during "Fair Trade
Fortnight" in March of each year.  Councillors Smith and Bennie have submitted a
motion calling on the Council to do this, and to help with publicity on its website and
its "Heathscene" magazine.

Cllr Bob Smith told Focus "This award has been achieved by some 75 towns
nationally, with a further 220 working towards that status. Locally, Woking has
achieved the accolade, whilst both Rushmoor and Waverley are working towards it.
I should like to see Camberley join this trend".

Lib Dems Call For Camberley To Become A Fair Trade Town

Cllr Fran Bennie and Cllr Bob Smith with
some of the Fair Trade products available.

Could YOU be a Councillor?

Surrey Heath Liberal Democrats would like to hear from you if
you would be interested in finding out more information about
becoming a Liberal Democrat Councillor.  The next set of local
elections in Surrey Heath will be in May 2007, when all 40 seats
for Surrey Heath Borough Council will be up for re-election. The
Council's make-up is currently: Conservative - 22, Liberal
Democrat - 13, Labour - 3, Independent - 2.

The Liberal Democrats are an open and democratic party and
would welcome contact from anyone who lives or works in
Surrey Heath, and who shares our values and philosophy. You
must be 18 or over at the time of the election in order to stand.
Surrey Heath Liberal Democrats will provide training and
support to all candidates to enable them to perform to the best
of their abilities.

To find out more information about being a Councillor, the level
of Councillor allowance payable, the type of support services
available to carers or those with dependants, and how you
might apply to stand on behalf of the Liberal Democrats, please
email candidates@surreyheathlibdems.org.uk.
Please state your name, address, contact telephone
number and the reason why you would be interested.

Meet Your Councillors
Heatherside and Parkside Liberal Democrat Councillors will be
available to answer your questions and to up date you on what is

happening at Surrey Heath Borough Council on:

Wednesday 8th November 2006, 7pm - 9pm.
At The Heatherside Community Centre

Those attending include:
Cllr Fran Bennie (Heatherside) Cllr Bob Smith (Parkside)
Cllr David Whitcorft (Leader of the Lib Dem Council Group)

Cllr Duncan Clark (Lib Dem Parliamentary Spokesperson for Surrey Heath).

Could YOU be a Councillor?
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Surrey Heath Liberal Democrats have chosen Bagshot
Councillor, Duncan Clark, as their next Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate.

Cllr Duncan Clark is currently Deputy Group Leader of the Liberal Democrat

Council Group at Surrey Heath Borough Council. He has represented Bagshot on

Surrey Heath Borough Council and Windlesham Parish Council since 1999.

Commenting on his selection, Duncan said: "I'm very proud the local party has put
its faith in me. The next few years will be both exciting and challenging as we take
the fight to the Conservatives across our constituency, starting with next May’s
local elections.  The Conservatives have failed local residents - only the Liberal
Democrats can be trusted to run our council”.

Pictured Above:  Election Results Confirmed! Pictured Left to Right:
Cllr David Whitcroft, Leader of the Liberal Democrats on Surrey Heath
Borough Council, Cllr Duncan Clark, and Mr Geoff Williams,
Constituency Chairman of Surrey Heath Liberal Democrats

Local Councillor chosen for Westminster battle!


